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Helen Keller Intl invites expressions of interest (EOI) from qualified partner Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Parsa, Bara, Rautahat, Sarlahi, Mahottari,
Dhanusa, Siraha and Saptari districts of Madhesh Province for the implementation of
the multi-year USAID Integrated Nutrition Activity. Helen Keller intends to identify
potential partners capable of conducting the activities outlined below. The Expression
of Interest is the first phase of the process which may result in successful organizations
being awarded either a cost reimbursement or fixed amount subawards.
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Applicants are encouraged to read this Eol in its entirety (including all attachments),
paying specific attention to the instructions and requirements included herein.
Issuance of this request for expressions of interest does not, in any way, obligate
Helen Keller International to issue a subaward, nor does it commit Helen Keller
International to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an
Expression of Interest.
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. OVERVIEW

Helen Keller International (Helen Keller Intl), an international non-governmental
organization (headquartered in New York, NY, USA), with offices in Nepal including in
Kathmandu, intends to enter multiple subawards for comprehensive implementation
of the program entitled, “USAID Integrated Nutrition”. This is a call for Eol, and we
welcome interested organizations to review the description of work and criteria that
follows.
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USAID Integrated Nutrition is an at scale multisectoral program that aims to improve
the nutrition status of women, children, and adolescents in Nepal’s underserved and
marginalized communities through inclusive and sustainable nutrition programming.
This project tackles direct and underlying determinants of malnutrition in Nepal, while
strengthening the national and sub-national enabling environment. USAID Integrated
Nutrition directly engages with diverse partners at federal, province, and local levels
to reduce persistent inequities in health and nutrition services in Nepal, while
strengthening the enabling environment for nutrition and building capacity and
ownership at local level to implement multisectoral nutrition programs.
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Goal: To improve the nutritional status of women, adolescents, and children in Nepal's
underserved and marginalized communities
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Intermediate Result 1: Improved household nutrition practices
e Households adopt essential nutrition actions, including maternal nutrition, infant
and young child feeding and family planning
e Households adopt WASH and other environmental actions
¢ Increased household support for nutrition needs of female family members and
childcare
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Intermediate Result 2: Improved quality and coverage of nutrition services
e Increased availability and access to high-quality nutrition-specific and nutrition-
sensitive services and MCHN/FP commodities for women
e Strengthened adolescent nutrition services provided by the health and
education sector
e Expanded availability and access to high-quality nutrition services for infants
and children under five years of age
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Intermediate Result 3: Improved access to safe, diverse, and nutritious foods
¢ Increased and sustained local food production of nutrient-rich foods
e Increased income leads to improved diets
e Increased year-round availability of and access to safe and nutrient-rich foods
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Intermediate Result 4: Strengthened national and subnational government
capacity for multi-sectoral nutrition programming
e Strengthened policy enabling environment to ensure sustained commitment to,
and resources for nutrition programs.
e Enhanced human resource capacity to implement nutrition specific and
sensitive interventions.
¢ Integrated management information and reporting system for national nutrition
data to improve data measurement and analysis to inform Nepal's nutrition
priorities and provide data for MSNP accountability.
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e Strengthened multi-sectoral coordination at federal, provincial, and local
government levels.
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Il. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

All interested organizations must meet the eligibility criteria specified in this Request
for Expressions of Interest. The Eol may be submitted in either Nepali or English
language. Applicant organizations must comply with relevant donor regulations and
requirements of Helen Keller for the furtherance of Eol review.
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1. Legally Registered: The applicant should be a legally registered in same district
as required by Nepal law. The applicant must also be legally authorized to work in
a specific district in the activities mentioned in the Eol. Applicants must provide and
attach a copy of their registration documentation (SWC and District Registration,
IRD Registration-PAN/VAT, and Renewed Tax Clearance Certificate).
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2. Technical Capacity: The applicant should possess experience in managing and
implementing multisectoral projects, especially in health, nutrition and social
sectors. Applicants should attach a copy of their past performance record and a list
of relevant health and nutrition projects, as well as an organizational history.
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3. Operational Capacity: The applicant should provide details on years of operation,
size of annual operating budget, financial audit track record, list of any board
member names and existing staff.
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4. Conflict of Interest: The applicant’s other relationships, associations, activities,
and interests should not create a conflict of interest that could prevent full
impartiality in implementation of the proposed subaward activities. Applicants must
complete the attached Conflict of Interest Certification.
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Note: Helen Keller Intl will not issue a subaward to any firm that is debarred,
suspended, or proposed for debarment by the U.S. Government, or who proposes to
do business with firms or firms’ principals who are debarred, suspended, or proposed
for debarment, in the performance of any proposed subaward relationship.
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lll. REQUIRED APPLICATION FORMAT AND CONTENT

All Expressions of Interest application submissions must comply with the

following format requirements:

- Nepali or English language only

- Font and size: Calibri or Preeti 11pt or larger

- Line space: Single space (1pt)

- Include the organization name, date, and page number as a header or footer
throughout the document.
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The complete application shall consist of the items listed and detailed below.
All sections must be completed.

1) COVER PAGE (1 Page)
Please include the following information on the cover page
- Full name of the organization
- Name of project: USAID Integrated Nutrition
- Date of submission to Helen Keller Intl
- Organization Contact person name, Designation, Contact Information
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1. 3TTaROT Y5 (¢ YSSHTH) T HTaR0T YSSHAT {oia=T STTehRT HATIA o164
TEATHT T ATH

qRAVSTATRT ATH: JUHTINSST Tehlehcd TIYOT IRITSTAT

goleT Shol SeedadeTolAT 9T IR AT

TTUTHI TFIh ST TFh! 1, UG, FFYeh faaor

o kb

2) RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS (maximum 4 Pages)
fole=T gesTgdenl 3T 3TUHIH ¥ JSSHT R |

"Nepali translation is unofficial. In case of any dispute, the requirements and conditions
written in English will prevail."



Key Barriers and Challenges to Addressing Malnutrition: Nature, Magnitude,
and Causes

Provide a detailed analysis of the key barriers and challenges related to malnutrition
in your proposed district, with a specific focus on vulnerable groups. Emphasize the
nature, magnitude, and causes of malnutrition that USAID Integrated Nutrition should
prioritize, highlighting their significance for underserved and vulnerable populations.
Identify the gaps your intervention seeks to address, particularly those impacting the
most at-risk groups.
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Nutrition-Related Problems and Proposed Solutions: Describe three major
nutrition-related issues in your district, such as breastfeeding practices, maternal and
child dietary diversity, child wasting, drinking water quality, child marriage, social
behavior change, access to nutrition and health services. Explain how USAID
Integrated Nutrition should address these problems. Highlight at least one innovative
approach for each problem.
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Support for Underserved and Vulnerable Groups: Identify vulnerable and
underserved groups in your district and describe the additional support they might
need to address the nutrition-related problems identified. Highlight at least one
innovative approach tailored to these groups.
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Organizational Capacity and Suitability: Describe why your organization is best
placed to implement this program to achieve the best results. Highlight your
organization's unique strengths, experience, and capabilities that make it well-suited
to address the identified challenges and deliver effective solutions for underserved
populations.
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Please include any attachments mentioned in the eligibility criteria section here.
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IV. SUBMISSION DETAILS

EOI Applications must be submitted by email to

Email submissions must include the applicant's name and the title of the EOI in the
subject line heading. Each email must not exceed 10MB in size.

All EOls must be received no later than September 23, 2024, at 5:00 PM Nepal Local
Time.

If you have questions about any part of this Request for Application, please send an
e-mail to

Selected first round organizations will be invited to deliver a presentation to the USAID
Integrated Nutrition team within 45 days or earlier. Following this, one shortlisted
applicant for each district will be invited to submit a full application.
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V. QUESTIONS, CLARIFICATIONS AND PRE-APPLICATION MEETING
TR, FISEAT, T Td-3Tae o

A pre-application meeting will be held on September 9, 2024, Nepal time at 10:00 AM
virtually (a meeting link will be shared to the interested organizations).
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Offerors may submit questions and requests for clarifications regarding this EOI in
writing (email correspondence accepted) no later than September 8, 2024, via

3T USRI TogHAT T TASCAT 3aeTeh HTAT USAIDIntegratedNutrition@hki.org
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All correspondence regarding this solicitation must reference the Eol Title in the
subject line.
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No phone calls or in-person inquiries will be accepted. Any verbal information received
from a Helen Keller Intl employee, or any other entity shall not constitute an official
response to any questions regarding this Eol.
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If Helen Keller Intl determines that changes to this Eol are required, such changes will
be made via formal written modification. Clarifications, interpretations, corrections, and
changes to the Eol made in any other manner shall not be binding.
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No offer, payment, consideration, or benefit of any kind shall be made, either directly
or indirectly, by Applicants as an inducement or reward for the granting of a subaward.
Any such practice constitutes an illegal or corrupt practice and will result in the
cancellation of the procurement, elimination of an Applicant’s participation in this and
future request for applications and consideration for award, or termination of an
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awarded subaward. Such practices may also constitute grounds for additional civil
and/or criminal actions, as may be applicable.
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VI. TERMS OF APPLICATION PROCESS
TG UTHIATRT Haagw

1. Helen Keller Intl may contact Applicants to confirm contact person, address,
and to confirm that the application was submitted for this Eol.
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2. False Statements: Applicants must provide full, accurate and complete
information as required by this solicitation and its attachments.
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3. Helen Keller Intl reserves the right in its sole discretion to:

a. To disqualify any EOI application based on Applicant’s failure to follow
instructions.

b. To waive any deviations by Applicants from the requirements of this EOI
that in Helen Keller Intl's opinion are considered not to be material
defects requiring rejection or disqualification.

c. Extend the time for submission of all EOI responses after notification to
all potential Applicants.

d. Terminate or modify the EOI process at any time and re-issue the EOI
to whomever Helen Keller Intl deems appropriate.

e. Award only part of the activities in the EOI or issue multiple subawards
based on EOI activities.
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Helen Keller Intl reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted.
Issuance of this EOIl does not constitute an award commitment on the part of
Helen Keller Intl. Final award of any resultant subaward(s) cannot be made until funds
have been fully appropriated, allocated, and committed by our donors. While it is
anticipated that these procedures will be successfully completed, potential applicants
are hereby notified of these requirements and conditions for the award. All proposal
preparation and submission costs are at the Applicant's expense and will not be
reimbursed.
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